
Participant Bios

Entertainment Track — Class of 2014
Gabriel Dardashti
Entertainment Track Chair

Gabriel Dardashti is a Founding Partner of 
Hollywood Business Management. Based 
in Brentwood, HBM specializes in the 
financial management of professionals in 

the Entertainment Industry. A big fan of Charlie Rose, Frontline, 
and 60 minutes, Gabriel enjoys swimming, yoga, and listening 
to music. Most importantly, he enjoys spending time with his 
family. His favorite roles are that of husband to his wife and 
father to their three children.

Jackie Koppell 
Entertainment Track Chair

Jackie Koppell is a proud New Yorker  
who also happily lives in Los Angeles.  
She moved here to pursue a career 
as a proud cliché: An actress, writer 

and producer. As she continues down that path, Jackie also 
works as Head of Partner Development at AwesomenessTV. 
In addition to work, she races triathlons and tries to travel as 
much as possible!

Ariel Blumenthal is a composer and 
music producer for film, TV, commercials, 
dance and concert ensembles. An activist 
and political advocate for Israel, he is the 
leader of the LA Israel Advocacy Center, 
blogs in English, and has a Hebrew 

column in the Los Angeles weekly publication Israeli Week.  
Ariel also writes and produces advocacy videos.

Andres Budnik was born and raised in 
Chile and long ago settled in LA where he 
is working for Vision Entertainment as a 
talent manager representing actors and 
actresses. He previously lived in Australia 
and Israel where he has always been 

committed to the Jewish community, taking leadership roles in 
multiple Jewish organizations from social initiatives to sports. 
Andres looks forward becoming a leader in the LA Jewish 
community, focusing on building and developing a Latino Jewish 
community here.

Albert Bugoff is a New York expatriate 
who came to L.A. to attend USC and 
never left. Currently the Director of Digital 
Media for the Worldwide Television 
Marketing Group at Warner Bros. Studio, 
Albert is also highly spiritual and is 

currently reconnecting with his Jewish faith. His personal motto 
is, “The meaning of life is to give life meaning.”

Janelle Eagle is a Television Producer, 
proud Queer Jew, and Lover of Travel that 
lives in Toluca Lake, CA. Janelle is a board 
member of JQ International and previously 
served numerous Jewish institutions 
including the Jewish Federation of Greater 

Los Angeles, American Jewish World Service, and Birthright 
LA Way. Eagle has also worked for over a decade in the 
LGBTQ civil rights movement and is especially useful for most 
questions related to sexuality, gender identity, and being an 
ally. An avid traveler, she has backpacked through Southeast 
Asia, much of Europe, and has lived in Nepal twice. Check 
out journeywithjanelle.com to see her world photography, 
videography, and writing from around the world.

Carly Einfeld is an entertainment 
professional. Originally from Sydney, 
Australia, she has previously chaired the 
National Young Leadership Trips to Israel. 
Additionally, Carly has served on the YALA 
board since its inception; she co-chaired 

the launch of Clusters and is involved in programming for 2014. 
She enjoys photography and anything to do with puppies.
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Lisa Gild runs her marketing agency, 
the GL Agency. An active member of the 
Los Angeles Jewish community since 
attending UCLA, she served on the 
Executive Committee for AIPAC’s Young 
Leadership Group and has been an active 

participant in our Federation’s programming and Community 
Service Days.

Jeff Greenberg began his career in the 
mailroom at William Morris Agency and is 
currently a member of the TV Lit team at 
The Gersh Agency. Jeff represents writers 
over a broad spectrum of genres and all 
professional levels with work featured on 

a variety of network and cable shows. 

Andrea Guttag doesn’t know how to 
correctly pronounce her first or last name 
because her family has never come to 
a consensus on either. Originally from 
Boston, Andrea now considers LA “home” 
in spite of her hatred towards avocados 

and the Lakers. Sadly, Andrea has never bought anything from 
a Sky Mall catalog, but there’s still time.

Joshua Ari Hack is Director of Media 
and Entertainment Research at Penn 
Schoen Berland in Los Angeles. He 
conducts custom research projects for 
clients in the entertainment industry, 
with a focus on motion picture research 

and global franchise management. Before joining Penn Schoen 
Berland, Hack worked as a strategic planner at Grey Advertising 
in London and as a lecturer at Tsinghua University in Beijing. 
Hack holds a BA in English from the University of California, 
Los Angeles and an MSc in Media and Communications from 
the London School of Economics. He is a founding member 
of Tikkun Olam in Tel Aviv, an award-winning volunteer program 
based in Israel.

Jessica Naziri is self-proclaimed “chic 
geek” who turned her passion into a job 
working as a technology reporter and 
online media personality, covering the 
intersection between technology and 
culture. Her work has appeared in the 

Los Angeles Times, NPR, CNN, Yahoo!, Business Insider, The 
Washington Post, and CNBC. Within the Jewish community, 
she is most interested in exploring how personalization, social 
networks, learning analytics and other trends are transforming 
Jewish education and learning.

Nick Slatkin grew up in Baltimore 
where he made home movies, wrote, took 
pictures and went on to travel the world, 
most notably building schools in Kenya. 
He has worked for institutions like Disney 
World and Rolling Stone Magazine and 

believes that with the love and support of family, community, 
and passion in your heart, anything is possible. 

Aaron Symonds is an LA-based film 
and television composer known for his 
rich hybrid scores. He is a founder of 
Jewish Entertainment Network LA (jenla.
org), which is a community of young Jews 
working in the entertainment industry 

that hosts events with top industry professionals. He is also a 
regular contributor to the Hollywood Journal (hollywoodjournal.
com). Born in Boston, Aaron grew up in Israel and Australia 
where he straddled the religious, secular, and artistic worlds. 
He currently resides in Los Angeles with his wife and two kids.

Robert Weber is a technical recruiter, 
helping tech start-ups scale at the pace 
they need. He’s also producing a web 
series called ON THE MARKET (www.
onthemarketpilot.com) and developing a 
slate of comedy projects. He serves on 

our Federation’s Birthright Israel Experience (BRIE) task force 
and is the leader of YALA’s Entrepreneur Cluster.
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Matt Livingston 
Real Estate Track Chair

Matt Livingston is the President of Ridge 
Crest Real Estate, LLC and RC Homes 
Inc., a residential land development and 
homebuilding company. He practiced law 

briefly in New York after college and spends as much time as 
possible with his two young children.

Corey Spound
Real Estate Track Chair

Corey Spound serves as an Executive 
Vice President for Jones Lang LaSalle 
in their Markets division. His focus is 
both on leasing and sales of commercial 

and industrial assets. His experience is strong in both the 
institutional corporate services and the local-market private-
client aspects of the real estate business.

Adam Barzilay works in the real 
estate industry. He is interested in Jewish 
philanthropy in Los Angeles and learning 
from his peers and mentors in the real 
estate industry and beyond. Although his 
father is Israeli, he has not been to Israel 

in over 20 years and is excited to go there on this summer’s 
CLI trip.

Ben Cherney is the director of business 
development at PeerStreet, an online 
platform for investing in real estate debt. 
Within the Jewish community, he is most 
interested in the cultural, communal, 
and familial aspects of Judaism. Ben’s 

involvement in the Jewish community extends to being the 
incoming chair of the AJU’s Moriah Society, a member of The 
Jewish Federation’s Real Estate and Construction Division 
committee, a member of the committee for The Jewish 
Federation’s Helping Jews in Need initiative, and a graduate of 
The Jewish Federation’s inaugural CLI class. In his free time, he 
and his wife are raising two girls (Lila, 5 and Isabel, 1). 

Keith Dragoon is a Vice President at 
Hunt Capital Partners, LLC, a subsidiary of 
Hunt Companies, Inc. His company focuses 
on the investment and syndication of 
low income housing tax credits relating 
to multifamily housing. He serves on the 

board of Housing On Merit, a non-profit organization formed to 
own and manage transitional housing facilities. 

Adam Freedman is a die-hard Boston 
Celtics fan who grew up in Newton, MA. 
He works at Karlin Real Estate, a boutique 
private equity firm in Brentwood, as an 
investment analyst. A passionate guy 
with great pride, he strives to keep an 

open mind, learn from mistakes, and relishes stepping out of 
his comfort zone when a challenging and intriguing opportunity 
arises.

Jeffrey Giudice is an outgoing person 
who values honesty, hard work, and 
intent. He also firmly believes in second 
chances.  Passionate about his work and 
the relationships in his life including family, 
friends and professional relationships, 

Jeffrey is a hard worker who loves to meet new people and 
explore new places.  

Brian Heller is a Senior Advisor for 
Sperry Van Ness in West Los Angeles. 
Part of the prestigious multi-family team, 
he specializes in commercial investment 
transactions. Previously, Brian worked 
as a television producer for companies 

including CBS, ABC, NBC, Sony Television, CNN, TBS and MTV. 
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Alan Hiller was born in Los Angeles, 
but his parents and all the family he 
knows are from Santiago, Chile. They all 
immigrated in the 70s, and he was raised 
among that community. He works at Bank 
of America doing Portfolio and Disposition 

Strategy for delinquent loans. Alan enjoys travelling, outdoor 
activities, and is an avid classic rock fan.

Brent Iloulian is a real estate 
transactional attorney for a West Coast 
real estate company. He owns and 
manages a small personal portfolio of 
commercial properties (both office and 
retail). In his spare time, Brent is an art 

enthusiast and enjoys sports and outdoor activities.

Daniel Kianmahd is the Director 
of Acquisitions for MBK Senior Living, 
an owner and operator of senior 
housing communities in the Western 
United States. In his free time, he 
plays basketball, travels, and practices 

yoga. Helping to maintain a united and generous LA Jewish 
community is an important and ongoing personal goal.

Brad Kritzer is Vice President of 
Pegasus Investments where he focuses 
on the firm’s institutional clients as well 
as the single tenant net lease retail 
brokerage & advisory business. He and 
his wife, Hayley, had their first child in 

April. Prior to that, he enjoyed cycling, skiing, college basketball, 
travelling, and trying new restaurants.

Casey Long is an electrical engineer, 
builder and Vice President at one of the 
largest contractors in the United States and 
is in a real estate investment partnership 
established to build a portfolio of properties 
in specific, underserved markets. His 

community involvement centers around issues related to Israel. In 
addition, he and his wife have three small children.

Oron Maher is a licensed California 
attorney and real estate broker. He is 
a top producing broker-associate at 
Coldwell Banker. Oron is also the Founder 
and Managing Director of California 
Real Property Inc., a syndication and 

development company. He serves on four non-profit boards, 
including his current role as Chair of the Real Estate Section of 
the Beverly Hills Bar Association.

Andrea Schoor is an attorney at Allen 
Matkins Leck Gamble Mallory & Natsis 
LLP, where she focuses on commercial 
litigation, bankruptcy, creditors’ rights and 
real estate and construction disputes.  
After stints on the East Coast and in the 

Midwest, Andrea moved back to her hometown of Los Angeles 
a few years ago to be closer to her family. Volunteering is 
important to Andrea. She is a docent at the Getty Center on 
weekends, where she gives architecture and garden tours. She 
also is a volunteer for the Los Angeles County Bar Association’s 
Domestic Violence Project, where she assists domestic 
violence victims with applying for temporary restraining 
orders. As her most recent project, Andrea is spearheading a 
new Ally Initiative for JQ International, and sitting as a member 
of its board. Andrea enjoys any type of dancing, and tries to 
catch a yoga class whenever she can. 

Eduardo Sigal is the managing 
director at JS Signet Inc., which invests 
and manages commercial/multifamily 
real estate. Eduardo is also a student, 
currently earning his MBA from Pepperdine 
University. In addition, he is also the 

current president of the Los Angeles Next Generation ORT 
Board. He was a member of the YALA REC committee, served 
as chair of The Jewish Federation’s Social Action committee 
from 2011-2013, and has co-chaired other past events. 
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Larry Sloan is the COO of CNA 
Enterprises, Inc., previously practicing 
law at Sullivan & Cromwell in both New 
York and Los Angeles. Active with the 
Federation’s Real Estate and Construction 
Division, he serves as the co-chair of its 

mentoring program. When not spending time with his wife and 
two daughters, he enjoys sailing, hockey and golf. 

Gelena Skya Wasserman is a 
Director at Charles Dunn Company where 
she has completed $150 million in sale and 
lease transactions over the last seven 
years. Originally from Ukraine, she sits on 
the Board of Directors for Federation’s 

partner JBBBS and has been a big sister to the same little 
sister for seven years. 

K.C. Yasmer is a Development Director 
with Forest City Enterprises, a real estate 
development firm. An avid golfer, cyclist, 
skier and couch potato during football 
season, K.C. is interested in interacting 
with other young professionals and 

volunteering opportunities with partner organizations.

Robert Zaharia is a commercial real 
estate broker in the West LA office of NAI 
Capital with a specialization in multifamily 
sales throughout Los Angeles. He has 
been in commercial real estate for over 10 
years with a consistent track record as 

a top producer and a loyal client base with a mission to be the 
single best resource for his clients and investors.  
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Alex Grager
Russian Jewish Track Chair

Alex Grager is an attorney practicing family 
law in West Los Angeles. He immigrated 
to the U.S. in 1993. His Jewish journey took 
him through the Jewish Agency’s summer 

camps in the Former Soviet Union, a yeshiva, and one of the 
very first Birthright trips. Co-founder of Ru-Ju-LA, a Russian 
Jewish young adults’ network of greater Los Angeles, he is 
proud to serve as a co-chair of the Russian-Jewish Leadership 
Track of the Community Leadership Institute. 

Viktoriya Kernes
Russian Jewish Track Chair

Viktoriya Kernes is a professional IT 
Project Manager. She is one of the 
co-chairs of the Federation’s Inaugural 
and current Russian Jewish Community 

Leadership Track of CLI. In addition, she is a member of the 
CLI steering committee and is also a co-chair and member of 
RuJuLA. Viktoriya was born in Russia in the city of Sarov. 

Helen Belogolova is working on 
finishing her M.S. in Management from 
UCLA this fall. She has experience 
working as a trader on Wall Street, as a 
portfolio manager and starting a Silicon 
Valley start-up (first all-female team to 

be funded by the prestigious YCombinator). She enjoys hiking, 
cooking, ocean-kayaking, and playing guitar.

Alexandra Bronstein is working on 
her MBA degree. She also has the position 
of being a full- time mom with her son 
being her greatest achievement. Back in 
Russia, she assisted in organizing and 
performing at Jewish events as a part 

of the dancing team. In the U.S., she was a member of HIAS 
Committee where she participated in organizing fundraisers. 
She hopes to further develop her leadership skills to bring 
Russian Jews together and help the community grow bigger 
and stronger.

Julia Dyachenko practices 
Entertainment Law in Los Angeles and 
started Sincera Entertainment, her own 
entertainment startup. Born in Kiev 
Ukraine, she immigrated to the United 
States in 1993 at the age of 6. Julia 

received her Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from UCLA and 
her Juris Doctorate from Southwestern Law School. 

Oksana Godoy teaches English, 
American Studies, Spanish, and Gender 
Equality at Crossroads School for Arts and 
Sciences. Born in Ukraine and immigrating 
to Los Angeles at the age of seven, she 
earned her B.A. in Comparative Literature 

from University of Southern California and her M.A. in Education 
from Pepperdine University. 
. 

Vera Golosker is an attorney practicing 
law in Beverly Hills, CA. She was born in 
Moscow and immigrated to the U.S. as 
a Jewish refugee with her parents, twin 
brother, and older brother in December 
1993. She has also lived in Oxford, Madrid, 

San Francisco, and Buenos Aires but calls Los Angeles her 
home. 

Kity (Gity) Kogan was born in Crimea, 
Ukraine and immigrated with her parents 
to the U.S. when she was two years old. 
She is also an observant orthodox Jew 
and a recent graduate of Southwestern 
Law School.
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Alisa Lapidus is an internationally-
acclaimed multimedia artist. She has been 
involved for many years with productions 
at the Los Angeles Opera as an in-house 
projection designer. Alisa is also a co-
founder of the award-winning Los Angeles 

based studio Chayka Sofia where, along with her collaborator, 
she creates interdisciplinary projects. 

Alia Livits is a new special education 
teacher at Montebello Intermediate 
School, where she works with students 
with mild learning disabilities in grades 
6-8. She was born in Minsk, Belarus 
and came to California with her family 

when she was six. Her goal for the future is to spread Jewish 
awareness and tolerance as well as plan two major Jewish 
events in the next year. She also hopes to represent leadership 
in all that she does. This program and the people have taught 
her so much! 

Garry Reznik is from Kishinev, 
Moldova and immigrated to the US in 
1991. He is currently a tax accountant at 
CohnReznick and lives in Los Angeles. He 
has volunteered for programs like Senior 
Prom at Aish that helps to bring Jewish 

events to fruition. He also enjoys giving his clients hope and 
peace of mind.

Mark L. Tseselsky is a happily married 
divorce attorney with two small children. 
Mark also helps parents who are in 
trouble with Child Protective Services. 
Sometimes he gets a chance to read 
science fiction and listen to Russian Bard 

music. He then spends the rest of his free time with his family.

Stella Voloshin practices law in Los 
Angeles. Born in the former U.S.S.R., she 
spent much of her life in Wisconsin after 
immigrating there in 1990. Proud of her 
Russian Jewish roots, she even named 
her dog Odessa in honor of her favorite 

childhood vacation spot and the birthplace of her grandparents. 

Ariella Wasser is a project manager for 
TurboCourt, a company that provides legal 
forms to self-represented litigants. She 
loves dancing, hiking, taking snapshots 
and acting. Fashion is one of Ariella’s 
passions, and she strongly believes that 

a smile is your best accessory. She is also involved in various 
philanthropic causes that give back to communities in Israel 
and has traveled there numerous times.
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Drew Levich
Universal Track Chair

Drew Levich embodies the spirit of an 
entrepreneur. Starting from zero, he 
has created multi-national brands and 
product lines. Working on all aspects 

of the business from production, logistics to marketing, he 
loves to get his hands dirty in the day-to-day operations. The 
Jewish Federation has introduced Drew to a lot of lifelong 
friends, many of whom combine social and business pursuits. 
Growing up in Young Judea and its summer camps, Drew 
views the LA Jewish Federation as the next logical step. 

Jasmine Oberman
Universal Track Chair

Jasmine Oberman practices law as 
Distribution Counsel for A+E Television 
Networks. She co-founded Thirty Years 
After, a non-profit organization that raises 

the political awareness and involvement of Iranian-American 
Jews, and she is active in our Federation’s young adults 
division (YALA)—in particular the young legal professionals 
division (EMET). 

Ian Andewelt is a realtor at Keller 
Williams in Beverly Hills and sells homes 
throughout Greater LA. His passions 
include real estate and everything 
automotive. Ian, also a culinary aficionado, 
is energized by meeting new people and 

understanding more about the lives they lead. 

Marc Bauer is a Public Finance Attorney 
at Orrick, Herrington & Sutcliffe. He 
has served on Temple Akiba of Culver 
City’s Board of Trustees and the Bend 
the Arc Regional Council. In addition to 
participating in our Federation’s New 

Leadership Program and AIPAC’s Leadership Training Initiative, 
Marc has also traveled with American Jewish World Service to 
Nicaragua.   

Lara Berman has over 10 years of 
experience in multimedia, marketing 
and journalism and currently develops 
Lieberman Research Worldwide’s 
public-facing, marketing platforms. Her 
work covers a range of categories, 

including lifestyle and politics. Her work has been featured 
in “O Magazine” and “The Times of Israel,” among others. A 

passionate Israel advocate, Lara has worked for StandWithUs 
and maintains a blog, Joyish, that aims to connect Jews to 
Israel and Jewish spirituality. In her spare time, she pursues 
voiceover and is currently writing a children’s book series.

Rebecca Dayanim is a dentist and 
Attending Clinical Instructor at the GPR 
at the Ostrow School of Dentistry of 
USC. After completing her training at UCLA 
where she studied French Literature/
Francophone Studies, she then received 

her DDS Degree. Having been on the board of Alpha Omega, an 
international Jewish dental organization since 2004, she hopes 
to expand her network and ties within the Jewish community. 
A native of Santa Monica, Rebecca loves traveling and enjoys 
the outdoors. 

Ehud Gersten was raised to be proud 
about being a Jew, having been instilled 
with a love of our Torah, of Israel, of the 
Jewish people, our achievements, our 
struggles, and our successes. He looks 
forward to participating in CLI as a way to 

give back to the Jewish community and meeting others in this 
positive learning and growing experience. 
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Anoush Hakimi is an attorney with 
over 10 years of experience, practicing in 
New York and Los Angeles. He immigrated 
to the United States as a child in the 
early 80’s from Iran and grew up in Los 
Angeles. Anoush and his fiancée are the 

proud parents of a Boston Terrier puppy named “Biggie Smalls.”

Kimberly Roth is an entrepreneur 
who has lived in Los Angeles for the past 
decade. Originally from the east coast, 
she has traveled extensively as a flight 
attendant. During this time, Kimberly 
earned her MBA, continuing on to a 

career in asset management. She is currently the owner of 
local favorite Sticky Fingers Doughnuts. Kimberly serves on 
the executive board of The Guardians for the LA Jewish Home 
and is founder of The Beauty Mission, promoting wellness in 
underserved communities. 

Amanda Tarkow recently moved to 
Los Angeles after 11 amazing years in 
New York City. She works in financial 
services in Century City. She loves LA, 
and is excited for a new chapter in her 
life which includes being near her family, 

reconnecting with old friends, and meeting new ones. She 
enjoys playing Scrabble with her 95-year-old Grandmother, 
traveling and planning travel, house hunting, running, tennis, 
cookies, and taking her nephews to Disneyland.

Marc Wilson is an attorney at 
Paramount Pictures where he advises on 
the international distribution of motion 
pictures. After attending college and law 
school and living in Chicago, he returned 
to Los Angeles. He currently lives in Santa 

Monica with his wife and two kids and loves spending his 
weekends outdoors. 

Shoshana Yusufova is an advertising 
professional with years of experience 
in marketing communications. Born and 
raised in Moscow, she supervised such 
global accounts as Panasonic and Toyota 
in Russia, CIS countries, and Eastern 

Europe. She is especially interested in promoting religious 
Jewish education and Israel’s advocacy. 

Bahar Zadeh is a family physician 
with the Torrance Memorial Physician 
Network. An Iranian Jew, his journey in 
the United States started in Atlanta and 
subsequently brought him to California. 
He graduated from UCSD with his medical 

degree and did his residency in the department of family 
medicine at UCLA. Bahar is also passionate about doing his part 
to assure that the Jewish culture and sense of belonging to 
the community will stay alive in the generations to come. 

Brian Zipser is an academic radiologist 
at Olive View-UCLA Medical Center 
where he practices neuroradiology and 
emergency radiology focusing on resident 
education. Within the Jewish community, 
he is most interested in the cultural and 

historical aspects of Judaism and Israel. He is an avid skier and 
enjoys surfing and running.
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