
 

 

Class of 2020 – Real Estate Leadership Track 

Track Chairs  

Courtney Brodie  

Director of Leasing, ROIC  

Courtney Brodie is the Director of Leasing for Southern California for Retail 
Opportunity Investments Corp. (ROIC), a retail real estate investment trust. 
Courtney holds a BS in Business Management from University of Arizona. 
Courtney is a past participant and co-chair of the ADL Glass Leadership 
Institute and is on the board of the ICSC Next Gen for Los Angeles.  

Ben Feingold  

Director, Grayslake Advisors  

Ben Feingold is Director at Grayslake Advisors, an expert witness and 
litigation support firm specializing in the areas of real estate, finance, and 
economics, as well as an Adjunct Lecturer at the University of Southern 
California. Ben holds a BA in Public Policy from the University of Michigan 
and a Master of Planning from USC. Ben is an active member of the Urban 
Land Institute, sitting on ULI's Housing Council. 

Participants  

Noah Applebaum  

Realtor, Rodeo Realty  

Noah Applebaum is a young real estate agent at Rodeo Realty Beverly Hills. In 
his first 18 months of real estate he had over thirteen million in sales. Noah 
holds a BA in International Affairs from the University of Colorado Boulder. An 
interesting fact about Noah is that before working in Real Estate, Noah 
worked at the White House Liaisons Office at the Department of Homeland 

Security in Washington D.C. During his free time, Noah loves to cook and be outdoors with his 
two dogs Leo and Gracie.  

Jeremy Basloe  

AVP – Acquisitions, Equity Residential  

Jeremy Basloe is the Assistant Vice President of Acquisitions at Equity 
Residential where he covers direct acquisitions, joint ventures and preferred 
equity origination for multifamily assets in Southern California. He previously 
spent three years in Europe working for various real estate private equity 
firms in both London and Madrid. Jeremy started his career in New York City  



 

 

with Rialto Capital working within distressed debt and CMBS acquisitions. He has an MBA from 
IE Business School in Madrid and a BBA from CUNY Baruch College - Zicklin School of Business in 
NYC. On his free time, he enjoys traveling, finding great restaurants, volunteering for causes he 
cares deeply about and spending time with friends.  

Max Berger  

Investment Associate, Compass  

Max Berger is a commercial real estate agent on the Kenny Steven's Team 
at Compass, focusing on multi-family properties in the Hollywood and West 
Hollywood area. He is a graduate of the University of Southern California 
with a degree in Business and Applied Mathematics. As an LA native, Max 
prides himself on his thorough knowledge of city which allows him to glean 
insights for his clients helping them maximize their returns.  

Josh Bloch  

Investments, Columbus Pacific Properties  

Josh Bloch runs the investment platform for Brian Shirken’s Real Estate 
Capital Markets Business. The primary focus of the business is to provide 
capital to property developers and operators across the nation for a wide 
spectrum of asset types and classes. Josh holds a Bachelor's Degree in 
Business Administration and Management with a concentration in Finance 
and a minor in Math from Queens University of Charlotte, where he was 
recruited on a tennis scholarship from Johannesburg, South Africa.  

Daniella Cohan  

Acquisitions Analyst, RCLCO  

Daniella is a graduate of the University of Southern California with a 
Bachelors of Science in Business Administration (Finance). Since 
graduating in 2014, she worked at a strategy consulting company in Los 
Angeles for 3 years before moving to Tel Aviv to spend a year living and 
working there. She worked in Tel Aviv on the Real Estate team to startup 
called Mindspace, helping to expand the company’s operations 
throughout Europe and the U.S. Daniella has recently moved back to Los 

Angeles and is working as an Acquisitions Analyst at real estate consulting firm RCLCO.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Maxx Cohen  

VP, Cohen Asset Management  

Maxx Cohen is Vice President of Acquisitions at Cohen Asset Management, 
Inc., a national industrial real estate investment and development company. 
Maxx was born and raised in Los Angeles, where he attended Stephen S Wise 
Temple Elementary School, Milken Community High School, and the 
University of Southern California. When not working, Maxx enjoys spending 
time with his family and friends, hiking, cooking and attending concerts.  

Sharona Daneshrad  

Associate, Bocarsly Emden Cowan Esmail & Arndt LLP  

Sharona Daneshrad is a real estate finance attorney at Bocarsly Emden 
Cowan Esmail & Arndt LLP where she represents investors and developers 
in connection with the acquisition, financing and syndication of projects 
utilizing the federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credit Program. Sharona 
holds a BA in Psychology with a minor in Education from UCLA and a Juris 
Doctorate from Loyola Law School of Los Angeles.   

Bronte Dardashty  

Senior Associate, Properties 12  

Bronte Dardashty is the Senior Associate at Properties12, a family 
investment group and property management company based out of Los 
Angeles. She is also helping run an organic and natural food distribution 
company called Greenfield Products under the private label Nature’s 
Greatest Foods. She holds a BS in Business Administration from the 
Questrom School of Business at Boston University. Bronte enjoys playing 

beach volleyball on the weekends and salsa dancing at different venues around Los Angeles.  

Oren Fishman  

Associate, Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP  

Oren Fishman is a real estate attorney at Cox, Castle & Nicholson LLP and 
primarily represents lender's and borrower's in real estate financing 
transactions all over the country, encompassing various real estate asset 
types, including, hotels, office, retail and multi-family. Oren holds a BA in 
Sociology from SDSU and a Juris Doctorate from UCLA. Oren is born and 
bred in Los Angeles and loves sports, especially basketball, adventures, 
long walks on the beach, books and his wife, Karen.  

 



 

 

Kate Gottlieb  

Principal, Real Estate Affiliates, Inc  

Kate Gottlieb is a Principal at Real Estate Affiliates, Inc., a family office 
specializing in the development and redevelopment of retail properties. Prior 
to her career in Commercial Real Estate, Kate worked in the Entertainment 
Industry as a Publicist for The Weinstein Company. Kate received her BA in 
Theatre Arts from California Polytechnic State Institute, San Luis Obispo.  

David Hammerman  

Vice President, Fortress  

David Hammerman is a Vice President on the real estate team at Fortress. He 
was previously a Vice President at Mack Real Estate and ICONIQ Capital and 
an Associate at Blackstone. David holds a BSBA from Georgetown University 
where he graduated with a dual-major in Finance and International Business 
and was given the Joseph S. Sebes award for service to the University. David 

continues to stay involved with Georgetown via his involvement in the Real Estate Associate 
Advisory Board. David is a proud reformed New Yorker, having adopted California as home in 
2013. He enjoys tennis, road biking and skiing and unashamedly still watches Survivor.  

Anna Josephson  

Vice President, Jones Lang LaSalle  

Anna Josephson is the Vice President in the Industrial Capital Markets practice 
for the Western United States at Jones Lang LaSalle. The Industrial Capital 
Markets practice specializes in industrial investment sales and industrial re-
capitalization for institutional and corporate clients as well as private owners 
of real estate. Prior to that Anna was Portfolio Manager at Laurus Corporation, 

where she was responsible for all aspects of the acquisition, disposition and re-positioning of 
the Company’s real estate investments, including due diligence, contract negotiation, capital 
structuring and negotiations of franchise and property management agreements.  Anna holds a 
Bachelor of Business Administration with a focus on real estate from the University of North 
Texas. Originally from Belarus, Anna enjoys practicing her Russian and taking boxing classes, but 
never at the same time. 

Max Lehrman 

Vice President, Lehrco  

Max Lehrman is the Vice President of Lehrco Corporation, a private 
Washington D.C. based retail real estate development and management 
company. Max holds a BA in History from Amherst College, where he was also 
an all-conference, all academic all-conference, and championship football  



 

 

player. A Washington D.C. native, Max now calls Los Angeles home. He enjoys traveling, playing 
golf, and attending sporting events and concerts in his spare time.  

Eli Macanian  

Asset Manager, RealtyMogul  

Eli Macanian is an Asset Manager at RealtyMogul.com, one of the nation's 
largest real estate crowdfunding platforms. Eli is responsible for asset 
management of the firm's General Partner and Limited Partner equity 
business, which includes multifamily, office, retail, and industrial 
investments across the U.S. Eli holds a BA in Political Science from the 
University of Arizona and a certification in Real Estate Finance and 
Investment from New York University's Schack Institute of Real Estate. 

Danny Matz  

Director, Mission Capital Advisors  

Danny Matz is a Director with the Debt and Equity Finance group at 
Mission Capital Advisors, a boutique commercial real estate capital 
markets advisory firm headquartered in New York. After living in New 
York City for 12 years, Danny moved to Los Angeles to help open and 
grow the west coast office for Mission Capital Advisors. Danny holds a 
Bachelor in General Studies degree from the University of Michigan and 
a MS in Real Estate Finance from NYU. When not working, Danny is most 
likely on the tennis court or in search of the city’s best cheeseburger.  

Lauren Miller  

Principal, Modern Art Services  

As principal of Modern Art Services, Lauren has ten years of professional 
experience in the field of Fine Art. She has a special expertise in 
appraising Modern and Contemporary Art and is an Accredited Senior 
Appraiser designated by the American Society of Appraisers (ASA). Prior 
to founding Modern Art Services, Lauren worked at Gagosian Gallery 
and The Lapis Press. Lauren received her B.A. in Art History from Loyola 
Marymount University and was born and raised in Los Angeles. Over the 
course of her professional life, Lauren has been a member of, or assisted 

in, numerous professional organizations and social causes including the Hammer, K.A.M.P. 
Family Fundraiser, LACMA, MOCA, RxArt, The Jewish Federation of Los Angeles, The Pablove 
Foundation and Wendy Walk. Lauren is also a friend of ArtTable, a national organization for 
professional women in leadership positions in the visual arts.  

 



 

 

Joshua Natker  

Associate, Newmark Realty Capital  

Josh Natker is an Associate at Newmark Realty Capital, the largest privately 
held mortgaging banking company in the western United States. Josh 
focusing on life insurance company, CMBS and bank debt origination. Josh is 
an LA native and holds a BS in Finance with Real Estate & International 
Business Minors from The Pennsylvania State University. In his free time, 
Josh is an avid sailor.  

Danny Orland  

Director of Investments, Gelt Inc.  

Danny Orland is the Director of Investments at Gelt Inc. where he focuses on 
the acquisition and financing of multifamily assets. He is also a licensed CPA 
in the state of California and a CFA Charterholder. Danny received his BS in 
Business Administration and Master of Accounting from the University of 
Southern California. Danny is an LA native who likes to enjoy the weather 
that Southern California has to offer by playing golf and cycling when 

possible. When he’s not on the course or on his bike, he enjoys playing the guitar and going to 
see live music.  

Yossi Reinstein  

Principal, Fulton Kitchens, LLC  

Yossi Berrin-Reinstein is a Real Estate developer with a niche focus on 
acquiring distressed industrial assets and repurposing them into multi-
tenant commercial kitchen incubators. The transformation of these 
decrepit warehouses into vibrant businesses has been applauded by local 
food communities and economic development departments in cities such 
as Los Angeles, San Diego, Phoenix, and Las Vegas. Yossi grew up in 
Boston, attended the University of Arizona and now lives in Los Angeles 

with his wife Hannah and son Walter.  

Adam Scherr  

Senior Broker, Sands Investman Group  

Adam Scherr is a Senior Broker with the Sands Investment Group (SIG), a 
leading commercial real estate brokerage based in Santa Monica, CA. 
Along with his associates at SIG we completed more $1.7 billion in 
transactions in 2018. Adam holds a BA in Political Science from the 
University of Vermont. Originally from Washington, D.C. Adam headed 
west in search of opportunity and the sunny weather of Southern  



 

 

California. Adam’s tastes vary widely from a night out at Geffen Theatre with his wife Marlyse 
to chasing Tuna at first light 100 miles offshore.  

Jordan Sharf  

Acquisitions and Asset Manager, JS Western  

Jordan is the Director of Acquisitions at JS Western, a real estate investment 
firm. He is responsible for sourcing, evaluating and underwriting acquisition 
opportunities, while building new relationships to grow the company. Jordan 
graduated from the IDC in Israel with a BA in counter terrorism and conflict 
resolution. Jordan is a dog lover, adrenaline junky, and travel enthusiast.  

 

Michael Toveg  

Senior Vice President, Stepp Commercial  

Michael Toveg is a commercial real estate broker and Senior Vice 
President of Stepp Commercial. He graduated from the University of 
Arizona with a BS in Regional Development and a minor in Business. Born 
and raised in Valencia, CA, Michael immediately started working after 
college and has been a real estate professional for almost 10 years. 
Michael spends most of his free time by the beach, trying new 
restaurants and winning over his little nephew as" the Favorite Uncle". 

  



 

 

Class of 2020 – Universal Leadership Track 

Track Chairs  

Elham Makabi  

Director of Finance, Pressman Academy of Temple Beth Am 

Elham Makabi is the Director of Finance at the Pressman Academy of 
Temple Beth Am. Prior to joining the Academy, Elham was a Senior 
Associate at Duff and Phelps, where she provided financial services and 
valuations to various Fortune 500 companies. Elham started her career as 
an Internal Audit Consultant at Deloitte. Aside from her professional 
background, Elham has served many Jewish organizations in a 

volunteer/leadership/philanthropic capacity. Some of the organizations that she is passionate 
about are: BJE, Hillel, 30 Years After, Chai Lifeline and Nessah Synagogue. Elham was born in 
Iran and immigrated to the USA with her family at the age of 14.  Elham received her B.S. from 
USC with an emphasis in Business-Finance. In her spare time, Elham enjoys traveling and 
exploring the outdoors and nature. 

Shirley Pakdaman  

Licensed Psychologist  

Shirley Pakdaman is a licensed psychologist in private practice in Beverly 
Hills, California. She completed a doctorate in Clinical Psychology from 
Pepperdine University, a program accredited by the American 
Psychological Association (APA). She also holds an MA in Psychology from 
Pepperdine University and a BA in Communication Studies and Mass Media 
with honors from UCLA. Shirley completed an Advanced Post- Doctoral 
Fellowship at the Los Angeles VA Healthcare System in women's health, 

treating depression, insomnia, anxiety, and traumatic stress. Shirley has been an adjunct clinical 
professor at Pepperdine University and in addition to her clinical work, she is a published 
author in the fields of mindfulness and ethical clinical supervision of psychology trainees.  

Participants  

Ofer Barlev  

Senior Associate, Citron & Deutsch  

Ofer Barlev is a Senior Associate at Citron & Deutsch, APC, a law firm 
specializing in business transactions, health care, and estate planning. Ofer 
holds a BA in Interdisciplinary Computing from UCSD and received his law 
degree from University of San Diego School of Law. He was born in Israel 
and moved to LA with his family when he was 9. Ofer is an alumnus of the 
ADL Glass Leadership Institute, a member of the Guardians of the Jewish  



 

 

Home, IAC LEAD Young Leadership, and AIPAC, and is the Vice Chair of the LA County Bar 
Association Healthcare Law Section. His past leadership positions include being the President of 
his law school's Jewish Law Student Association, Chair of his campus Residents Association, and 
Vice Chair of his undergrad's Union of Jewish Students and Israel Action Committee.  

Rebecca Bolour  

Associate Attorney, Howe Engelbert LLP  

Rebecca Bolour is a Family Law Attorney at Howe Engelbert LLP. She has been 
practicing Family Law exclusively since May of 2017. Prior to joining Howe 
Engelbert LLP, Rebecca worked as a Law Clerk at Trope and Trope LLP and 
Elkins Kalt Weintraub Reuben Gartside LLP. During law school, Rebecca clerked 
for the Honorable Harvey A. Silberman, who presides as a Family Law Judge at 

the Pasadena branch of the Los Angeles Superior Court. She received her law degree from 
Southwestern Law School and her Bachelor's Degree in Political Science from the University of 
California - Los Angeles, with a Minor in Spanish. Rebecca is fluent in Farsi and Spanish.  

Warren Coughlin  

Account VP, UBS Wealth Management  

Warren Coughlin is an Account Vice President and partner of a wealth 
management practice at UBS, focusing on helping tech founders make smart 
financial decisions ahead of future liquidity events. On the side he helps 
manage his family's single family home rental portfolio in Washington DC and 
Los Angeles. He graduated with Bachelors of Science from George Mason 

University and earned a Certified Financial Planner designation from Georgetown University in 
Washington DC. Warren is active in serving on the Jewish Federation Young Adult Campaign 
Cabinet and is founding member of November Project fitness community.  

Mahrad Enayati  

Law Clerk, The Law Office of Daniel N. Greenbaum  

Mahrad Enayati is a Legal Professional at The Law Office of Daniel N. 
Greenbaum, a law firm dedicated to protecting Californian’s health and 
safety. Mahrad holds a BA in Sociology from the University of California, 
Davis and a Juris Doctorate from Southwestern Law School. Born in Iran, and 
raised in Los Angeles, Mahrad loves exploring California’s great outdoors and 
the everchanging Los Angeles food scene with his wife, Jessica.  

 

 

 



 

 

Brittany Erdan  

Director, Client Relations, Shipsi  

Brittany Erdan is the Director of Client Relations for Shipsi, a technology 
startup in Silicon Beach that allows retailers to offer same day delivery. 
Brittany holds a BA in Communications and Business from Indiana 
University. She has always called Los Angeles home with the exception 
of spending half a year studying and volunteering in Australia and 

another half year working and volunteering in Israel.  

Andrew Herr  

CEO/Adjunct Professor, Kitt Bio/Georgetown University  

Andrew Herr is the Founder & CEO of Kitt Bio, a company that delivers 
cutting-edge products to eliminate jet lag, accelerate recovery, and enhance 
mental and physical performance. Over the past decade, Andrew has led 
military strategy projects to envision and capitalize on the future of human 
performance and groundbreaking programs to enhance outcomes for elite 

performers. This background has made him a trusted adviser to leading corporations, 
professional sports, and the U.S. military. Andrew’s work has been profiled and published by 
Wired, Joint Force Quarterly, and Defense News. He is also an Adjunct Professor at Georgetown 
University, where he teaches a class on advanced weapons technology. Andrew has been 
named a Mad Scientist by the U.S. Army twice and a Fellow by the Synthetic Biology Leadership 
Excellence Accelerator Program, the Emerging Leaders in Biosecurity Initiative, the Center for a 
New American Security, and the Department of Homeland Security. Andrew received Master’s 
Degrees in Health Physics, Microbiology & Immunology, and Security Studies from Georgetown 
University, where he also completed his undergraduate work in the School of Foreign Service. 

Allie Kaminsky  

Global Ecommerce Specialist, Harman International 

Allie Kaminsky is the Global Ecommerce Specialist for Harman International, a 
subsidiary of Samsung, leading all customer experience initiatives. She grew 
up in the Boston suburbs, attended the College of Business & Economics at 
Lehigh University, studying supply chain management and business 
information systems. After graduating, she embarked on a three-year 
adventure in NYC, and eventually was recruited for her current role after 

meeting her (now) manager in an elevator at a Santa Monica hotel. Taking a leap of faith, Allie 
moved cross-county to Los Angeles where she loves exploring new restaurants and spending 
any chance she can outdoors.  

 

 



 

 

Yev Katkovsky  

Sr Wealth Strategy Associate, UBS Financial Services  

Yev Katkovsky was born in Poland and moved to Los Angeles at the age of 
5. He is a senior wealth strategist in wealth management at UBS. Yev holds 
a finance degree from the Eller business school at the University of Arizona. 
He has a passion for trying new restaurants and new foods. Another 
passion Yev has involves sports. He is active in basketball, soccer, and 
boxing. Yev enjoys spending free time with family and friends. One place 
you find Yev on his free time is at the beach.  

Judith Khakshouy  

Founder, Law Offices of Judith Y. Khakshouy  

Judith Khakshouy is an attorney who practices Personal Injury Law. She 
graduated from UCLA with a BA in Art History. After graduating, she worked 
as an art dealer until accepted to Law School. Judith attended Southwestern 
School of Law and graduated in 2015. As a member of Southwestern's 
Negotiation Honors Program, she competed in both national and 

international competitions. After working at a few law firms, she recently decided to start her 
own practice. While it is in the beginning stages, Judith is very excited to see where this new 
chapter will take her. When she is not practicing law, she keeps busy by hiking, keeping up her 
organic garden, cooking, hanging out with friends and family, traveling and baking. Judith is 
well-known in the community as the "Challahmaven." She began baking Challah to pray for her 
ill grandfather during law school and soon after it turned into a passion of hers. In the past, 
Judith was written about in the Jewish Journal and the LA Business Journal. She currently blogs 
on Instagram under the account called @challahmaven. Lastly, she regularly takes part in 
community challah bakes, including with Chabad of Beverly Hills and Temple Emanuel.  

Itay Kohane  

Psychotherapist  

Itay sees clients in a private practice in Encino, Woodland Hills and West LA, 
working under a licensed clinical psychologist. He provides individual, 
couples, and family psychotherapy for children, adolescents, adults and the 
elderly. While serving eight years in the Israeli Air Force as a Blackhawk 
helicopter pilot, Itay earned his first BA in IT Management, and his second 
BA in Psychology. Upon completing his service, he moved to the United 

States to pursue his graduate degree. He earned his MA in clinical psychology from Antioch 
University Santa Barbara, and in his final year of obtaining his doctoral degree in clinical 
psychology. Itay specializes in trauma work, addiction, working with the LGBTQ+ community, 
and transitional life circumstances. As an Ironman race finisher, Itay believes in dedication and 
self-care activities as a way of living.  



 

 

Ben Landay  

Client Development Manager, CaseStack  

Ben Landay is a Client Development Manager for CaseStack, an integrated 
logistics company driven to provide their clients with the best Supply Chain 
solutions around. Ben holds a bachelor’s degree in Business Administration 
from American University located in Washington DC. He has experience 
working in Finance and Tech but has chosen to settle in the world of Supply 

Chain where he recently earned a designation from CSULB in Logistics. Ben is new to the West 
coast but can happily admit the West coast is the best coast. When he is not taking advantage 
of beautiful weather on his bike, he will be searching for the best kebabs all over the greater 
Los Angeles area.  

Katrin Malakuti  

Clinical Psychologist, Malakuti Psychological Health Group  

Dr. Katrin Malakuti is a forensic Psychologist, who works in a maximum 
security prison with male inmates. She also has a small private practice, 
where she sees primarily adults and couples from the greater Los Angeles 
area. Katrin holds an B.A. in Sociology with a minor in Applied 
Developmental Psychology from UCLA. She holds two Master's Degrees 
from Pepperdine University and Alliant International University, 
respectively, where she also obtained her doctorate degree in 2013. Katrin 

has a multicultural background being an Iranian American Jew, who was born and raised in 
Germany. She speaks five languages and loves to travel the world, when she is not spending 
time at work, with her friends, family or nieces and nephews.  

Samantha Moray  

VIP & Celebrity Relations, Ferragamo  

Samantha Moray is responsible for overseeing VIP & Celebrity relations at 
Salavtore Ferragamo. Prior to this role, she was the Senior Manager of 
Public Relations at Hermès, based in New York, where she oversaw earned 
media relations for the brand across all product categories. Samantha holds 
a BA from The Gallatin School of Individuals Studies at New York University.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Debbie Reyhan  

E-commerce Consultant & Analyst, Dr. Marketplace  

Debbie is member of the Jewish community in Los Angeles and has a passion 
for Judaism, travel, e-commerce and social impact. She has recently started 
her own company and business venture as an e-commerce consultant. 
Although she currently works in the business and technology field, this was 
not always the path Debbie chose. She majored in Psychology as a pre-
medicine student at the University of California, Berkeley, but half-way 

through university, decided this was not the right path for her. After college, Debbie lived in the 
Bay Area for a few years working as a marketing analyst for an e-commerce company and found 
a passion for technology. Once she left the Bay Area, Debbie came back to her hometown of 
Los Angeles. In between moves from the Bay Area to LA, Debbie decided to travel to South East 
Asia and backpack solo for 3 and a half months. Debbie's truest happy moments come from 
traveling and being with her family and friends she truly cares about. Debbie loves culture and 
the food that comes from varying cultures and enjoys a good burrito from a Mexican taqueria.  

Jonathan Sadka  

Software Engineer, Uber  

Jon Sadka is a Software Engineer for Uber, a transportation network 
company. He has been featured on Forbes.com and is also the host of a 
quarterly networking event for visualization professionals called 
Visualization Nights. Jon holds a BS in Architectural Engineering from Cal 
Poly, San Luis Obispo and an MS in Structural Engineering from USC. The 
coldest place Jon has ever lived is San Francisco, he is highly addicted to 
sweets, and has picked up archery since moving back to Los Angeles.  

Kelsey Schilit  

Fashion Director, Press Manner  

Kelsey Schilit is the Fashion Director at Press Manner, where she joined in 
January after holding a senior position at a world-wide fashion and event 
PR agency for five years. Kelsey has always known she would end up in 
Fashion PR and went to USC specifically for its public relations program, 
which few colleges offer. She started interning in entertainment and 
fashion at the end of Freshman year and never looked back. One of the 
major benefits to still living in LA is that Kelsey can visit her dogs whenever 

she feels the need, never misses a Passover Seder (favorite night) and she can always have her 
parents check on her place if she's traveling.  

 

 



 

 

Stephanie Skoboloff  

Key Account Manager, Altria Group Distribution Company  

Stephanie Skoboloff is a Key Account Manager for Altria Group Distribution 
Company, one of the world's largest producers and marketers of tobacco, 
cigarettes and related products. She is a dynamic Sales and Marketing 
leader with a proven record of achieving results in a fast-paced, Fortune 
200 environment in the CPG Industry. Stephanie also holds a BS in Business 
Administration and BS in Accounting from University of Southern California. 

Stephanie loves Los Angeles sports teams, live music, trying new recipes, and nail art.  

Allie Ticktin  

Founder/ Director, Play 2 Progress  

Allie Ticktin is the founder of Play 2 Progress and a licensed occupational 
therapist with a specialty in sensory integration and early childhood 
development. Allie began her work in pediatric development at The 
University of Michigan, where she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in 
Movement Science, and continued her studies at The University of Southern 
California where she received her Master of Arts degree and her Clinical 

Doctorate (OTD) in Occupational Therapy. Allie’s life work is to empower children to celebrate 
their differences and reach a new level of confidence through play.  

Benjamin Toubia  

Licensed Marriage and Family Therapist  

Benjamin Toubia is a Licensed MFT and Life Coach in Los Angeles, with 
expertise in LGBTQ mental health and substance abuse issues. As a 
National Minority Fellow and German Stipendium Recipient, he has 
conducted studies in the field of substance abuse and identity 
development. He is currently working on completing his doctoral studies 
on gay identity development and relationship formations. Although he 
works with all different types of clients, his research, teaching, and private 

practice focus on LGBTQ identity development and is an advocate for developing inclusive 
spaces for LGBTQ individuals within the Persian and Jewish communities.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Michael Yashar 

Director of Emergency Simulation Medicine, Cedars Sinai Medical Center 

Michael Yashar, MD, is an attending physician and faculty member in the 
Department of Emergency Medicine at the CedarsSinai Medical Center. 
He also serves as the department’s Director of Simulation and teaches 
regularly to a variety of learners including nurses, residents, students, 
prehospital care providers, and fellow faculty — both clinically and 
though a collaborative and multidisciplinary simulation curriculum at the 
CedarsSinai Women’s Guild Simulation Center. He pursued his 
undergraduate and medical education at the University of California, Los 

Angeles, followed by his residency training in emergency medicine at the University of Chicago 
where he was the Resident Director of Simulation. After residency, Dr. Yashar was appointed as 
a Clinical Instructor in the Department of Emergency Medicine at Stanford University where he 
concurrently completed an emergency medicine simulation fellowship. In his spare time, 
Michael enjoys traveling and learning more about bourbon, scotch, and wine with his wife. 

Bella Zaghi  

Sr. Data Report/System Analyst, Cedars Sinai Medical Center  

Bella Zaghi is Sr. Data Report/System Analyst at Cedars Sinai Medical 
Center. She is also President of Southern California Chapter of HIMSS 
(Health Information and Management Systems Society) a cause-based 
Health I.T. nonprofit consisting of 3200 members in the Southern 
California region. Bella graduated Summa Cum Laude from UCLA with her 
B.S. in Anthropology and continued to receive her MPH in Health Policy 
and Management with a focus in Health IT at the Fielding School of Public 

Health. In her free time, Bella enjoy spending time with family and friends and traveling. Her 
favorite country, besides Israel, is Italy. 

 

  



 

 

Class of 2020 – Entertainment Leadership Track Participants 

Track Chairs 

Zachary Maltzman 

CFO, Eastman Music Company 

Zachary Maltzman is the CFO of Eastman Music Company. Eastman is a 
musical instrument manufacturer operating under the Eastman brand 
names in addition to S. E. Shires Co., Wm S. Haynes, and Backun Musical 
Services. Zachary is a CPA with a BS in Accounting from the University of 
Maryland. 

 

Cara Rifkin 

VP Programming, Lando Entertainment 

Cara Rifkin is the Vice President of Programming for Lando Entertainment, 
a non-scripted television production company. She has also produced over 
fifteen series for Food Network and HGTV, winning an Emmy Award for 
Outstanding Culinary Program in 2016. Cara holds a BS in Theatre and Art 
History from Northwestern University and an MA in Journalism from 
University of Southern California. A native of Los Angeles, Cara prides 
herself on knowing where to find the city’s best tacos. 

Participants 

Brian Bellinkoff  

Filmaker and Creative Director, Selects Media  

Brian Bellinkoff is an award-winning independent documentary filmmaker 
and TV producer/director/editor whose work can be found on Netflix, 
Hulu, Amazon, Showtime, DIY Network, and Comedy Central as well as 
branded content for Soul Pancake, HTC Vive, Budweiser and many 
household names. Brian hold a BS in Communication from the University 
of Miami, and originally from Orlando, FL. His happy place is among the 
rocks in Joshua Tree.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Calvin Berman  

Director of Global Distribution, Studio71  

Calvin Berman is an LA native with a passion for innovative media and 
entertainment. He is an entrepreneurial attorney and business executive 
with professional experience across production and/or distribution of 
traditional television, streaming content, esports and VR/AR/MR, in 
addition to litigation experience on behalf of Fortune 500 brands defending 
class actions (marketing and privacy) and asserting intellectual property 
(copyright and trademark) rights. Calvin currently serves as Director of 

Global Distribution at Studio71, which is across the street from the Jewish Federation.  

Ryan Cohen  

Animation Compositor, Rick and Morty LLC  

Ryan Cohen is a Chicago native looking to use his talents to tell stories 
and create compelling projects people want to watch and share. With 
over 10 years of professional video production experience, he has had 
the good fortune of working on a wide range of exciting projects: 
Television Animation, National News, Documentaries, a History TV 
Show, Corporate Videos, Short Films, Music Videos and Social Events. 
The production roles he’s played are just as varied as the projects he’s 

worked on: Writing, Producing, Directing, Editing, Compositing and Shooting. Ryan’s most 
notable work has been as an Animation Compositor since moving to Los Angeles in February of 
2017. These projects include season 2 and 3 of YouTube’s “Clash-A-Rama!”, TBS’ “Tarantula”, 
seasons 1 and 2 of Netflix’s “Disenchantment” and his next project will be season 4 of Adult 
Swim’s “Rick and Morty”.  

Gabrielle Doheny  

Senior Business Relationship Manager, National Football League  

Gabrielle Doheny is a Business Relationship Manager for the National 
Football League. In this past year, she has also completed the first draft of a 
novel and produced a play. She holds a BS in Film Studies from UC Santa 
Barbara. Whenever possible, Gabrielle can be found checking out the latest 
musical coming through town.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

Michael Fishman  

Co-Founder, President, Pure Cycles  

Michael Fishman is the Co-Founder and President of Pure Cycles, a bicycle 
manufacturer, distributor, and retailer based in Burbank, CA. He was a 
member of Forbes 30 under 30 in 2014. Michael holds a BA in Business 
from University of Wisconsin-Madison. A native of Los Angeles, Michael 
loves spending time with his wife, 2 year old daughter, and dog, as well as 
shooting hoops, playing tennis, and riding his bike.  

Joshua Forman  

Screenwriter  

Joshua Forman is a recent graduate of UCLA's prestigious MFA 
Screenwriting program who has written nearly a dozen original feature films 
and pilots. Originally hailing from Boston, Joshua also holds a BA in Political 
Studies from Bard College. A big fan of Boston area sports teams, he can be 
found most Sundays during the fall at Sonny Maclean's bar in Santa Monica, 
that rare enclave of New England expats here in Los Angeles.  

Sarah Herman  

Digital Account Manager, Club Media Group, National Football League  

Sarah Herman is an experienced digital media manager, with a strong 
background in the sports industry. A Los Angeles native, she studied at the 
University of Southern California and earned both her undergraduate and 

graduate degrees before starting her career on the business side of the sports. She works at the 
NFL, advising the 32 Clubs’ executive teams on their digital and social strategies and initiatives. 
Sarah is active in her Jewish community and aims to make a positive difference in the lives of 
others both locally and globally.  

David Kashi  

Actor/Producer, Evan Simone Productions  

David Kashi, born in NYC and a New Yorker at heart, received his MSc in 
journalism from Northwestern University. Working as a journalist for 
several publications, David covered international affairs and national 
security. He later transitioned into the entertainment field where he 
worked as a research producer and member of creative team on truTV’s 
“Adam Ruins Everything.” David performs improv and sketch, while 
developing/creating his own content with a focus on non-fiction/docus. 

 



 

 

Jason Katchen  

Senior Manager, OnPrem Solution Partners  

Jason Katchen is a Senior Manager at OnPrem Solution Partners who 
manages several programs in the Media and Entertainment space varying 
from new product launches, to change management, to consumer facing 
app development, and M&A transitions. He has worked with almost all 
major studios on various initiatives with senior executives. Jason holds a 
BA in Economics and Minor in Business Administration from the University 
of Southern California. His first two years were spent at the University of 

Wisconsin - Madison where he was actively involved in both Hillel and Chabad organizations 
helping to bring in new students. As a native Angelino, he can attest that there is no better city 
in the world in terms of diversity and excitement - with a new adventure in every corner. You 
can often find him networking, trying to find new hot spots, or in search of live music.  

Gillian Kaye 

Manager, CBS Television Distribution  

Gillian is a Manager of Branded Content at CBS Brand Studio, a division of 
CBS Television Distribution. Gillian previously worked on the Daytime 
Emmy Award winning production team of the Dr. Oz Show. She is an 
ambitious creative who is a skilled writer and spends her personal time 
tracking industry trends, listening to podcasts, and watching terrible 
reality television. In 2012, she graduated from the University of California, 
Santa Barbara with a Bachelor of Arts in Communication.  

Jessica Lewis  

Marketing Lead, Facebook Watch  

Jessica Lewis is an entertainment producer and marketer with a 15-year 
career that spans the globe. An early start in New York theater took her to 
Australia, where she marketed international productions at the largest 
performing arts organization in the country. A move to San Francisco 
prompted a shift into streaming originals after taking up a digital marketing 
role for originals internationally at Netflix. Her latest professional endeavor 
has been launching the media team for Facebook's original content project, 

Facebook Watch. A Philadelphia native, she is lucky to have grown up in an awesome family 
that now is living their best lives around the world. With a sister in New Zealand raising five 
sons on a farm, a brother in Boulder who spends his weekends meditating in the mountains, a 
second brother who's braving the Chicago winters, and mom and dad holding down the fort in 
Philly, she's never out of places to visit. Hobbies include traveling to places outside of her 
comfort zone (e.g. the Outback!), theater, taking unusually long walks, and city-hopping.  



 

 

Tanya Mashian  

Director of Finance and Operations, Digital Brand Products  

Tanya Mashian won most enthusiastic at camp in 5th grade and has 
strongly defended the title since. She is a morning person and night-owl, 
detailed-oriented and big-picture, and can start a conversation with anyone 
in the room. As Director of Finance and Operations for an Influencer 
Products firm, Tanya has specialized in organizing chaotic financial 
environments into systematized centralized processes. She holds a BS in 

Accounting from The Marshall School of Business at USC and has a breath of experience within 
seven different industry verticals ranging from Entertainment, Real Estate, Technology, Non-
Profit, Fashion, and Medical (hospitals). Her latest work included being an auditor at Deloitte 
for a Fortune 500 and a Controller involved in the Disney Fox acquisition in 2019.  

Leah Penkava  

Account Manager, HBO  

Leah Penkava is the Account Manager of Global Distribution at HBO in charge 
of driving subscribers and revenue on a key account. She attended List College 
in New York City and earned 2 BAs, one in Sociology from Columbia University 
and another in Jewish Studies from the Jewish Theological Seminary.  

 

Jonah Platt  

Actor/Writer/Director, Plattinum Records Inc.  

Jonah Platt is a multi-platform creator and performer, working across 
many facets of the entertainment industry. He has starred on Broadway, 
written for network television, rocked out on stages all across LA, 
directed and composed new works for the theater, and produced all 
manner of content from award-winning a cappella albums to digital pilots 
to animated shorts to live comedy. Born and raised in LA, Jonah is a sushi 
connoisseur, labradoodle owner, and a new dad.  

Danielle Robay  

TV Host + Reporter, NBC4  

Danielle Robay is a TV host and entertainment journalist, currently a 
correspondent for NBC’s California LIVE, host of IMDb’s What’s On TV, and 
special correspondent for EXTRA. In 2016 she was named co-host of 
WCIU’s Chicago based, 2 hour-live, morning news program The Jam. As the 
youngest morning TV host in Chicago, she brought her trademark blend of 
energy, wit, and candid cultural commentary to the city—and to her loyal  



 

 

social media following, where she has a following of 265,000 + across major digital platforms. 
Prior to her time at The Jam, Danielle held on air reporting and hosting positions with 
numerous programs, including Entertainment Tonight Online, NBC 4, and HLN’s Dr. Drew. She’s 
hosted live TV shows, red carpet events, award shows, and interviewed the biggest names in 
Hollywood—from Tom Hanks + Helen Mirren to Taylor Swift + Michael B. Jordan. Larry King has 
commented on her compelling interview style: “Danielle finds a way to draw people out. She 
can’t help it, and you can’t help but oblige. This is the case for anyone in her presence, whether 
you’re a writer, a hermit or a five-star celebrity, because Danielle has the ability to make people 
feel seen.”  

Charlotte Sandler  

Senior Account Executive, BWR Public Relations  

Charlotte Sandler is a Senior Account Executive in entertainment for B|W|R 
Public Relations, a publicity firm that is based in LA and NYC. She represents 
TV networks and production companies, including Netflix, FX, Showtime, 
NBC and Fremantle. Charlotte holds a BBA degree from New York Institute 
of Technology, where she studied marketing. Originally from Boston, MA, 
she has lived in London, NYC and LA.  

Lauren Soroky  

Director, Endeavor Content  

Lauren Soroky has worked at Endeavor for nearly a decade, most recently 
serving as Director of Marketing for Endeavor Content. She graduated from 
the University of California, Irvine with a BA in Communications and Media 
Studies. She is a native of Los Angeles and the granddaughter of Polish and 
Russian Holocaust survivors.  

Alana Wexler  

VP of Sales + Partner, SMI Promotional Products  

Alana Wexler is the Vice President of Sales and a Partner at SMI Promotional 
Products, a company specializing in Concert Tour Merchandise and branded 
promotional items. She has a a BA from Columbia College Chicago in Fashion 
and Retail management, applying her skills to create creative VIP packages 
and logo products for top musical acts and brands. Originally from the 
Chicago suburbs, Alana now firmly calls LA home. She loves hiking with her 

dog Roxi, yoga, exploring the LA food scene and rocking out at a concert.  

 

 

 



 

 

Michele Wunderlich  

Publicist, Netflix  

Michele Wunderlich is a publicist at Netflix where she executes global 
publicity campaigns for original series including The Crown, The Kominsky 
Method, Orange is the New Black, 13 Reasons Why, and BoJack 
Horseman. She holds a Bachelor of Arts in Psychology with secondary 
emphasis in Spanish and Latin American Cultures from Barnard College of 
Columbia University and completed the Harvard Business School HBX 
program in Business Analytics, Economics and Financial Accounting. She 

credits her strong Jewish identity to her family and friends and her experiences at the Brandeis 
Collegiate Institute, the Columbia University Peoplehood Project, Birthright, Temple Isaiah, and 
Camp JCA Shalom. Michele enjoys fulfilling LA stereotypes by doing a lot of yoga, hiking and 
being an unabashed lover of kombucha and avocados.  

Oran Zegman  

Director/Writer, ZigZag Films  

Oran Zegman is an Israeli Writer-Director based in Los Angeles. She 
graduated from Beit-Zvi, the school for the performing arts in Israel, and 
holds an MFA in Film Directing from the American Film Institute 
Conservatory, where she was awarded a two-year scholarship. In Israel, 
Oran worked as an actress in multiple TV shows and films and established a 
Theatre School for children, where she taught acting and directed numerous 

plays and musicals during the ten years that she owned it. Oran’s short film, Marriage Material, 
was the first Musical film in the history of the AFI Conservatory. 


